In connection with the problem of continental drift some authors voice a supposition of the existence of progressive and rotational motion of continental blocks, particularly in seismically active regions. Azimuths of some terrestrial objects determined over long time intervals were used to investigate these motions. Naturally, the reliability of the result depends on the length of these intervals. Rotation of large plates associated with continental drift is of the order of 10" 7 per year, but local rotation of small blocks associated with seismic areas may be of the order found from the ancient discrepancy of the meridian. May it not be that the re gion is just quiescent at present? Such motions are likely to be discontinuous but may add up to considerable values over 500 years. V. P. Shcheglov: This is a seismic zone. The effect is not a local rotation.

